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Please follow the step-by-step guidance provided here to search for and purchase ASTER data 

from Japan’s Earth Remote Sensing Data Analysis Center (ERSDAC). Much of the content 

contained within this document was extracted from various Ground Data System (GDS) Web 

tutorials and consolidated here for ease of reference.   
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WELCOME TO ASTER GDS IMS 

1) Go to ERSDAC’s ASTER GDS Information Management Subsystem (IMS) web site: 

http://imsweb.aster.ersdac.or.jp/ims/html/MainMenu/MainMenu.html 

 

2) Please review the message and the link provided in the pop-up box before 

dismissing/closing it and moving forward with your search.  (Note: If you copy and paste 

the link, enclosed below, to a new browser window, you will be able to enlarge the 

window for easier reading.)   

o On-demand Processing: 

http://www.gds.aster.ersdac.or.jp/gds_www2002/ondemand_e.html 

ASTER GDS IMS REGISTRATION 

1) The ASTER GDS IMS Web site requires users to be registered before submitting orders, 

but you may search and browse as a guest.  To register, click User Registration on the 

right side of the globe image, or use this link: 

http://imsweb.aster.ersdac.or.jp/ims/html/UserRegistration/UserRegistration_Agreement.

html 
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a. Please read the user agreement for the distribution and use of ASTER products; 

ERSDAC’s policies differ in some areas from those of the LP DAAC.   

 

b. Click the I agree button to accept the user agreement. 

 

2) The User Registration Request form is now displayed. 

 

3) Select and enter three potential user names containing 8 characters each. 

 

4) Enter a password containing 8 characters.  (Note: An underscore “_” cannot be used). 

 

5) Enter your User Address, Shipping Address, and Billing Address in the appropriate 

fields.  (Note: The Copy from buttons will help minimize the effort if your address is 

repeated to these other fields.) 

o Important: Verify your email address is entered correctly every time to ensure 

order delivery. 

 

6) Please leave the checkmark in the Distribution ON/OFF check box to ensure receipt of 

information about your order. 

 

7) Click the Registration Request button.  Then click OK in the pop-up box requesting 

confirmation of registration request information. 

 

8) A login name and UserID are assigned to you.  Click the Confirm button. 

o An email containing your login name and userID will be sent to the email 

address you provided.  Please store this information, as well as your password, 

in a secure location.  (Note: If you lose or forget your login information, you 

can only request this information by mail, not e-mail, so you will not get it right 

away.) 

 

9) To activate your registered user privileges as defined on the User Certification page (for 

logging in as a registered user), click User Certification at the top of  the globe, or use 

this link: 

https://imsweb.aster.ersdac.or.jp/ims/html/UserCertification/UserCertification.html 
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a. Enter your Login Name and Password, then click the Certification button 

 

b. A Web page saying that you are certified will briefly display before you are 

redirected back to the ASTER GDS IMS Web site. 

 

10)  To modify/change your user profile, click Modify User Profile or use this link:  

       https://imsweb.aster.ersdac.or.jp/ims/cgi-bin/userProfConfirmModify.pl 

SEARCH FOR ASTER DATA 

1) Go to the ASTER GDS IMS Web site at:  

      http://imsweb.aster.ersdac.or.jp/ims/html/MainMenu/MainMenu.html 

 

2)   To log in, click User Certification at the top of the globe image, or use this link:  

      https://imsweb.aster.ersdac.or.jp/ims/html/UserCertification/UserCertification.html 

      a.  Enter your Login Name and Password, then click the Certification button. 

 

      b.  A Web page saying that you are certified will briefly display before  

                      you are redirected back to the ASTER GDS IMS Web site.  

 

 
 

3)  Click the Data Production Request (DPR) button at the lower left of the globe, or use this  

      link: http://imsweb.aster.ersdac.or.jp/ims/html/DPR/DPR_Menu.html 
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o A DPR Menu page will appear with four options.  Select the DPR Search icon 

at the top of the list. 

 

 
 

4)  The Product Search page containing two tabs (DPR Search and Search Area) will  

     display.   

 

 
 

DPR Search Tab 

a.   In Select Range: click the ASTER GDS radio button (default selection) 

 

b. In Search Type: click the Inventory radio button (default selection) 
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c. In the ASTER/Inventory tab within the DPR Search page: 

i. Sensor: Select one or more sensors to search (VNIR, SWIR, TIR, and/or 

STEREO.) 

 

ii. Instrument Mode: Recommend Full Mode for most searches, but more 

than one may be selected. 

 

iii. Processing Level: Default selection is ALL, but we recommend Level 1A. 

 

iv. Dataset ID: Must select one or more of these.  Note: Descriptions of the 

DatasetIDs, distribution medium, and price list for the products listed 

below are available here: 

http://www.gds.aster.ersdac.or.jp/gds_www2002/service_e/a_p.guid_e/set

_a_p.guid_e.html 

 

    Standard Products: 

1. Radiometric and geometric correction (Level 1B) 

2. Earth Surface Radiance (2B01) 

3. Earth Surface Temperature (2B03) 

4. Earth Surface Emissivity (2B04) 

5. Earth Surface Reflectivity (2B05) 

 

        Semi-Standard Products – production and delivery of these products  

        are not guaranteed: 

1. Orthographic Image (3A01) 

2. Relative Digital Elevation Model (DEM)(4A01) 

 

v. ASTER xAR ID: Optional, use only if searching for data acquired by a 

known Data Acquisition Request (DAR) submitted by approved DAR 

Tool users.   

1. You may also complete a DAR search by going back to the Main 

Menu and selecting the DAR button, or use this link: 

http://imsweb.aster.ersdac.or.jp/ims/html/DAR/DAR_Menu.html. 

2. Japan and the LP DAAC each have a version of the ASTER DAR 

Tool.  Please contact LP DAAC User Services 

(https://lpdaac.usgs.gov/lpdaac/customer_service) if you would 

like more information about the LP DAAC DAR Tool. 

 

vi. Cloud Coverage: Optional, will limit the results returned. 

 

vii. Day/Night: Optional, default selection is Day 

 

viii. Granules with Browse only: Recommend Yes so you can view any 

noticeable data anomalies that may be present (default selection is No) 
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ix. Number of Granules returned per Dataset: Optional (default is 100)  

 

b. In Date/Time: select continuous or annual repeating time period radio button.  

Then enter the time period/range in the text box provided below the radio buttons. 

 

c. If you are searching for a particular granuleID, you may check the box for 

Inventory Search by designated Granule ID and enter the granuleID(s) in the 

text box provided.  Note: An example of the format for a Japanese granule ID is - 

ASTL1A1007142048101007170564 

ASTL1A – data product 

    100714 – Date, yy/mm/dd  

    204810 – UTC time, hh:mm:ss  

                                            1007170564 – unique identifier 

 

 
 

Search Area Tab 
                  a.    Search Area: (defaults to user defined type of Search) The other option in the  

                         drop-down list is to complete a Global Search. 

 

b.    Method of Search Area Input: Select a radio button, enter coordinates, and click  

       Apply to Map. 

 

c.    WRS Display: We recommend leaving the default values of Descending and Foot   

       Print radio button selections. 

� ASTER is not archived by path/row  
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d.    Layer Display: Optional to help with your searches. 

 

e.    Click Search Exec. 

UNDERSTANDING THE SEARCH RESULTS 

The DPR Inventory Search Result page will then display with multiple tabs: Inventory Result, 

Inventory Detailed Info, Coverage Map, Browse, Core Metadata, and Specific Metadata.   

 

Select a granule from the results list for which you want to see more information then click on 

one of the available tabs.  A brief summary of the information available on each tab is listed 

below. 

 

 
 

1) Inventory Result tab 

a. Provides a listing of the granules returned 

 

b. You may select one granule at a time from the results list to view additional 

information about it on the other tabs or you may use one of the buttons at the 

lower part of the screen to view the Browse, Thumbnail List, save your search, 

start over, or select/deselect a granule for order. 

 

2) Inventory Detailed Info tab 

o Data Center name, Data Set ID, GranuleID, Satellite Name, Sensor Mode, 

Instrument Mode, Scene Coverage, Processing Level, Cloud Cover Rate, etc. 

 

3) Coverage Map tab 
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o References the coverage area of the granule selected on a map.  The granule 

location is framed in red. 

 

4) Browse tab 

o Displays the compressed browse image for the granule selected. 

 

5) Core Metadata tab 

o Displays the core metadata or main aspects of a product in text format. 

 

6) Specific Metadata tab 

o Displays the specific metadata that characterizes each product (in observational 

and processing aspects, etc.) in text format. 

SELECTING GRANULE(S) TO ORDER 

Highlight one granule/scene that you want to order by selecting from the list on the "DPR 

Inventory Search Result" screen with the mouse and click the Select Granule button. If Yes is 

indicated in the Selected for Order column for that granule, it means the scene is selected. Repeat 

this procedure as many times as you like until all the scenes you intend to order are selected. To 

cancel the selection, highlight the granule id to cancel, and click the Deselect Granule button.  

 

 

1) You can also select a product (granule ID) to order in the following ways.  

o By clicking the Selected for Order box on the "Inventory Detailed Info." tag on 

the DPR Inventory Search Result screen. 
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o By clicking the Selected for Order box on the "Browse" tag after checking the 

browse image. 

 

o By clicking the Selected for Order box on the Thumbnail List screen.  

In any of the above cases, you can confirm that Yes is indicated in the Selected for Order column 

for the product on the DPR Inventory Search Result screen. Alternatively, if you  

refer to product information of the granule selected for Yes in the Selected for Order column on 

the Granule Information List, the Selected for Order box on each tag will be checked.  

 

2)  Confirm whether all products (granule IDs) you intend to order are selected (i.e. if those 

granules       

      have Yes in the Selected for Order column) on the DPR Inventory Search Result      

      screen and click the Product Order button.  
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PLACE A PRODUCT ORDER 

Once you’ve selected one or more granules, clicked the Select Granule button, and clicked the 

Product Order button in the lower right-hand section of the screen, the Product Estimate/Order 

screen will display.  An example of this screen is displayed below. 

 

 
 

1) You can specify a media type and a data format for your products. 

     Select one of the products from the list on the Product Estimate/Order  

     screen and click the Media & Format & Payment Select button.   
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     Note: For more information on the available products, product descriptions, prices, and   

     available media and format, visit this Web site:       

     http://www.gds.aster.ersdac.or.jp/gds_www2002/service_e/a_p.guid_e/set_a_p.guid_e.html 

 

2)  If you click the Media & Format & Payment Select button, the Media & Format &   

     Payment Select screen will appear. Please specify Media Type, Data   

     Format, Delivery Sensor, and Payment on this screen.  

 

       a)  The default is cdrom for the media type, HDF for the data format, all sensors for  

      "Delivery Sensor,” and "credit card" for the payment when applicable. When   

       changing the settings, note the following points.  

• The media type and data format must be common among all products contained 

in one order. On this account, if you click the OK button, all granules will 

automatically have the same setting. 

• When requesting for Product Generation (PG) for a granule, the data format must be 

HDF. On this account, "HDF" will automatically be set even when you select 

"CEOS". If you want to request CEOS for certain products, please regenerate two 

separate product orders, one for HDF and the other for CEOS. 

• You cannot order without checking at least one Delivery Sensor. You can select one, 

two, or three sensors from VNIR, SWIR, and TIR.  

3)  When you have chosen the settings for Media Type, Data Format, Delivery Sensor, and  

     Payment, click OK. 
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4)  Click the OK button on the Media & Format & Payment Select screen, and you will  

     return to the Product Estimate/Order screen shown below. This screen will confirm your  

     settings for media type, data format, and delivery sensor. Use the scroll bar located at  

     the bottom of the screen as needed.  

 

 

5) You can request processing of a higher level product from a basic product archived in ASTER  

     GDS. The table below summarizes the interrelation between basic products and higher level  

     products.  Note: More information about ASTER GDS products is available here:     

  http://www.gds.aster.ersdac.or.jp/gds_www2002/exhibition_e/a_products_e/a_product2_e.html 
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Basic Product Generated Product 

1A 1B 

1B 2B1V,2B1S,2B5V,2B5S,2B1T 

TIR Data in 1B 2A02 

VNIR Data in 1B 2A03V 

SWIR Data in 1B 2A03S 

2B01T 2B03,2B04 

Band 3N and 3B of 1A 4A01X,4A01Z 

Corresponding 1A scene to 4A01X 3A01 

Note: Order registration of the non-correlated products 2A02, 2A03V, and 2A03S is not available now. 

 

6)  For example, to request a level 1A product to be processed to level 1B, select  

     one basic product (granule ID) from the list and click the Condition Setting for Processing  

     Request button. 

 

7)  Clicking the PG Parameter button will load the Product Generation Parameter screen as  

     shown below. Select Yes for the PG field and select 1B in Target Product Type.  

 

8)  Accordingly, 1B will be indicated under Distribution & Intermediate Products and Set  

     by Default in the Parameter Set Status column. (In accordance with the product (processing  

     level) you have chosen for the Target Product Type, there may be more than one processing  

     level indicated in the Distribution & Intermediate Products column. In this case, please  

     specify the parameters for each of those processing levels on each tag). 
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9)  When Target Product Type is selected, the tag of the corresponding product will become  

     active on the right of the screen. Specify parameters and click the Set  

     button.  

 

10)  The Parameter Set Status column changes from Set by Default to  

       Customized Set. Clicking OK to return to the Product Estimate/Order screen. (If  

      you click the OK button on the "Product Generation Parameter" screen with "Set by  

      Default" shown in this column, the default values will be specified.)  

 

     The example below shows the Product Generation Parameter screen when all parameters on  

     the 1B tag are specified with the defaults (UTM for Map Projection and Cubic  

     Convolution for Resampling) and the Set button is clicked. Note that the Parameter Set  

     Status column indicates Customized Set. 
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11) Once you click the OK button on the screen listed above, you will be returned to the 

Product Estimate/Order screen.  Verify your selections, and then click the Submit Order 

button as shown below. 

 

12)   The screen below will appear if your DPR is successfully accepted by ASTER GDS.  

Important: Please print this screen or record the order number (DPR ID); this 

information will be needed for inquiries about your order. 
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PAYMENT BY CREDIT CARD 

1)  If you chose credit card for your payment method, you will be taken to the CoDen payment 

service.  Note: This screen may take a long time to load, but please wait for it to display without 

clicking your browser button. 

 

 
 

2)  Enter your credit card number and expiration  

     date. Click Continue. The following credit cards are acceptable.  

 
 

3)  Please confirm your order contents on the Order Confirmation screen displayed and click 

Place your order. 
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4)  You will also receive an email message from ASTER GDS User Services (see example  

      below) for acknowledgement of your product order, so please confirm the contents of your  

      order. The sender’s name of this email is [ASTER GDS IMS WEB]. 

 

 
 

Warning! 
This email message and the notice for downloading shown below are sent to the email address 

that you designated when you registered with ASTER GDS. If the registered email address is 

wrong or no longer used, you will not be able to receive either message. Please confirm that your 

user registration information contains your current valid email address. 
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DOWNLOADING THE DATA ORDERED 

1)  If you select Online Distribution (i.e., if you selected credit card & download or download),   

     you  will receive an email message in approximately 12-24 hours notifying you that the  

     ordered data is ready to download.  

 
Sample email message of the notice for downloading 
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2)  Please access the URL designated in the notice, and the screen shown below will appear. 

     Enter the User ID and DPR-ID indicated in the email and click login.  

 

 
 

3)  Please download the Readme file and all accompanying files. (Please right-click and select  

    Save this file as...)  
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4)  The period allowed for downloading is set to 7 days from the date of the data generation.  

     After that period, the data will be deleted. Please note that you will be charged regardless of  

     whether you actually download the data. Please frequently confirm the progress of  

     your orders so that you will not miss downloading your  

     product(s). 

• ASTER data are distributed by ERSDAC GDS in .dat files.  The data format .tif or .hdf 

you selected during the order process is contained within the .dat files.  Please contact 

GDS User Services at 

http://www.gds.aster.ersdac.or.jp/gds_www2002/service_e/inq.c_e/set_inq.c_e.html  

     if you need assistance with opening/extracting your .dat files.  Note: GDS has provided  

     the following URL for opening the files with MultiSpec as one option:      

http://www.gds.aster.ersdac.or.jp/gds_www/gds_www2002/service_e/u.tools_e/multi/MultiSpec

_e.pdf 

 

HOW TO CHECK THE STATUS OF YOUR ORDER 

1)  To confirm the progress of your ordered product(s), first perform User Certification  

     on the top page and select DPR (Data Processing Request) on the top page after the  

     screen returns.  

 

2)  Select DPR Status from the DPR Menus.  
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3)  The dialog below will be displayed. Please enter the number of products that you wish to  

     confirm here. The default number is 100. Click OK. 

 

 
 

 

4)  The Product Status  

     screen will be displayed.  
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5)  Select a DPR you would like to confirmto activate the DPR Detailed Status button.  

 

 
 

6)  Click the DPR Detailed Status and you will find the page indicating the process status of the  

     selected DPR.  

 

 
 



LP DAAC User Services Guide to  

Navigating ERSDAC’s ASTER GDS IMS Web Site  
 

 23   

 
 

DPR Status and Definition Guide 

 DPR Status Definition of Status 

"Proposed"/"Booked" ASTER GDS has accepted your DPR and is waiting for payment to be 

made. 

"Not Booked" Registration of your DPR to ASTER GDS was unsuccessful. 

"Accepted" ASTER GDS has received your payment and has started or is starting 

production. 

"Completed" ASTER GDS has completed production of data products requested by 

DPR. 

"Rejected" Your payment is acknowledged, but the production is halted under 

certain circumstances. Though it is not a likely case, the payment you 

have made will be suspended in trust at ASTER GDS in such case. 

"Failed" ASTER GDS failed to generate the product ordered by DPR. The 

payment will be suspended in trust at ASTER GDS. 

"Cancelled" DPR is cancelled by the requester. 
 

 

7)  If you had selected Online Distribution, the DPR Status column will have COMPLETED 

     when the data is ready, and you will soon receive an email notice for downloading.  

     (However, it depends on the system conditions how many days it takes until the column  

     indicates COMPLETED.)  

 

• If you do not receive the notice for downloading within a few days after you confirm 

COMPLETED in the DPR Status column, please contact ASTER GDS User Services.  

 

• If you had selected CD-ROM, the product(s) will be delivered on a CD-ROM. If you do 

not receive the CD-ROM within one week after you confirm COMPLETED in the DPR 

Status column, please contact ASTER GDS User Services.  

 

8)  Click the Return button and the screen will return to the DPR list with the detailed status.  
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9)  Select a DPR from the box on the screen and click the DPR Contents button. The  

     contents of the selected DPR will be displayed.  

 

 
 

HOW TO OBTAIN ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 

       1)  If you have questions regarding the process of obtaining ASTER data from GDS, please 

            contact their User Services department using this Web form:          

            http://www.gds.aster.ersdac.or.jp/gds_www2002/service_e/inq.c_e/set_inq.c_e.html   

SUMMARY OF KEY GDS URLs 

Web Site URL 

ASTER GDS IMS (p.1) http://imsweb.aster.ersdac.or.jp/ims/html/MainMenu/MainMenu.html 

On-Demand Processing (p. 

1) 
http://www.gds.aster.ersdac.or.jp/gds_www2002/ondemand_e.html 

User Registration (p. 1) 
http://imsweb.aster.ersdac.or.jp/ims/html/UserRegistration/UserRegistra

tion_Agreement.html 

User Certification (p. 2) 
https://imsweb.aster.ersdac.or.jp/ims/html/UserCertification/UserCertifi

cation.html 

Modify User Profile (p. 3) https://imsweb.aster.ersdac.or.jp/ims/cgi-bin/userProfConfirmModify.pl 

Acquired Data Search (p. 3) http://imsweb.aster.ersdac.or.jp/ims/html/DPR/DPR_Menu.html 

DatasetID, Product 

Descriptions, Distribution 

Medium and Format, and 

Price List (p. 5,13) 

http://www.gds.aster.ersdac.or.jp/gds_www2002/service_e/a_p.guid_e/

set_a_p.guid_e.html 

 


